Element 4: Natural Sciences

Courses must address the scientific method by:
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Element 4A Life Science: . -

Courses must address the major ideas of the life
sciences listed below:

1. The organization of life from molecules to the biosphere;

2. Energy flow in biological systems at multiple levels of organization;
3. The role of the gene in cell function and evolution;

4. Evolution as the unifying paradigm of the life sciences; and

5. Interactions of organisms with their environment, with an appreciation of
biodiversity.

Element 4B Physical Science:
Courses must address the major ideas of the physical sciences listed below:

1. Matter: its composition, types, relative size, and properties;
2. Energy: its forms, transformations, relative amount, and conservation; and

3. Forces: motion, interactions and scale.

Element 4A/B: Minimum of 6 hrs of coursework that address all eight major ideas of 4A and 4B.



